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Cross Cutting Themes: 
What We Learned 

V Racial disparities exist across 
issues, ages, and states

V They are fueled by bias, bad 
policy, poor monitoring, lack 
of accountability & lack of 
investment 

V Teacher preparation & 
development inadequately 
addresses equity

V Segregated learning is 
common for children with 
disabilities and English learners

V Programs that serve 
historically marginalized 
children are severely 
underfunded

V Large policy differences exist 
between/within states

V Federal & state equity 
monitoring is inadequate or 
altogether absent 

V Data gaps obscure our 
understanding
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Cross Cutting Themes 
What we Recommend 

V Fully fund programs 
designed to support 
children from 
historically 
marginalized 
communities

V Require states to 
report & make 
progress on equity 
plans in federal 
funding applications

V Incorporate equity 
into monitoring and 
accountability
systems 

V Prioritize inclusive
learning

V Reinstate and fund 
targeted equity
technical assistance

V Support educator 
preparation and 
development 
grounded in equity

V Fund longitudinal
disaggregated data 
collection on child 
wellbeing 

V Include funding in 
upcoming 

economic stimulus 
bills on equitable
access to quality 
early education
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V It starts early, it happens often, and 
its disproportionate.  

V No evidence that it works

V Abundant evidence that it has 
negative effects

V Rates and disparities vary between 
and within state lines 

V Bias, inadequate training, misguided 
policies, poor working conditions, 
lack of supportive resources & 
school climate drive rates and 
disparities

V Handful of interventions decrease 
exclusionary discipline, very few 
shown to reduce disparity 

V Largely unregulated federally

V Large influx of state and 
community-level policy development 
since 2014

V Quality of policies greatly vary
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WHAT WE KNOW 
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V Strong research & policy base

V Progress has been slow

V Inclusion varies by disability 
category, age, race, and location 

V Most infants/toddlers are served 
in natural environment

V Less than 50% of 
preschoolers receive services 
in regular early childhood 
programs 

V Black & Latino school-aged 
children are less likely to spend 
most of the school day in a 
general education classroom 

V Barriers = ableism, perceived 
policy/financial barriers, lack of 
workforce preparation, lack of 
oversight & accountability, 
uncoordinated systems

V Public Pre-K expansion has not 
resulted in more inclusive slots for 
children with disabilities

V Public Pre-K is an underutilized 
tool to expand inclusion 

What we Know 
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